...that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the
children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the

present time.——Romans 8:21-22

It is a true joy to join all of you—led by the
wonderful "Blue Music Choir"—in lifting our voices to
sing "Bless the Lord, O my soul!", "Then sings my soul,
My Savior God, to Thee, How great Thou art!", "Hallelu,
hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord," and "Be
God’s glow!" It is particularly noteworthy that the "Blue
Music Choir" included "Heal the World" in their selection
for this occasion. This song was created by a star singer
known as the "King of 20th-Century Pop Music," who
reportedly said it was the song he was most proud of
creating. When [ was practicing the song at home, my
wife was overjoyed; she had long wished to sing it as a
hymn during an English-language worship service. Upon
reading the lyrics closely, I was amazed; indeed, the song
possesses a message profound enough to serve as a hymn.
Furthermore, the lyrics brought to mind the words of
Romans 8:21-22, which is why I began this sermon by
reading that passage. I also felt that both the song and the

scripture were a perfect fit for our theme of "Blue Music."

I am from Japan. My name is Naoya Kawakami. I
serve as a pastor in Japan and am a member of the Y’s
Men’s Club, serving as an board member of the Sendai

YMCA.

of the

population; however, within the Japanese YMCA and Y’s

In Japan, Christians make up 1%

Men’s Club, the proportion of Christians is about ten

times higher—approximately 10 percent.
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One name is especially well known among
members of the Y’s Men’s Club in Japan: Tsutae Nara,
the “Father of the Y’s Men’s Club in Japan.” In 1955,
while serving as Vice President of Y’s Men’s Club
International, he addressed the convention in Paris and
emphasized two points. First, the YMCA should re-
examine the “Paris Basis” and reaffirm the Y’s Men’s
Club’s foundational Christian values. Second, members of
Western clubs should recognize that the new clubs
emerging across Asia, including Japan, had few Christian

members.

Thanks to this call to action by Mr. Nara and the
subsequent efforts that followed, the YMCA adopted
"The Kampala Principles” in 1973 (the very year I was
born!). This move formally established the concept of
Paris Basis as a principle for YMCAs worldwide. In Japan,
however, a particular term within the document became a
point of contention: the word "Kingdom." The question
arose as to how this term should be translated into

Japanese.

As 1 just mentioned, ninety percent of the
members of the YMCA and Y’s Men’s Club in Japan are
not Christians. This situation sparked a debate regarding
the meaning of the words adopted as the YMCA’s
principle—specifically the phrase: "YMCA and Y’'s Men’s
Club are to associate their efforts for the extension of His

Kingdom amongst young men."

We have reflected on the meaning of the
"Kingdom" within an environment where ninety percent
of the members are not Christians. This situation bears a
striking resemblance to how we, at this convention, are
contemplating the meaning of "Blue Music." We feel we
grasp the broad outlines, yet the actual substance remains
to be defined. Various opinions emerge; debates ensue.
And through that very process of debate, our mutual
understanding deepens. Such significant events unfolded

in 1970s Japan around the concept of the "Kingdom." And
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now, here and today, we are presented with a wonderful
opportunity to engage in a similar process regarding the

concept of "Blue Music."

In Japan, the principle, “efforts for the extension
of His Kingdom amongst young men,” came to be
understood as follows: “We unite young people and
combine our efforts so that the spirit of Jesus Christ may
be widely embodied among them.” This interpretation
reflects the YMCA’s motto, drawn from Jesus’ words,
“That they all may be one.” It envisions a harmonious
world in which Christians and non-Christians — and
indeed all the living—care for one another as children of
God. For many years, the YMCA and Y’s Men’s Clubs in
Japan have sought to embody this vision by bringing
together the 10 percent of members who are Christians
and the 90 percent who are not. The work has often
involved struggle, perseverance, and countless small
prayers, echoing the words from Romans quoted at the
beginning of this sermon. And these efforts are bearing
fruits. I believe the key lies in the spirit of Christ: the
Christian minority serves as the “salt of the earth,”
helping a diverse community live in harmony. Through
the Gospel, this spirit moves among us, enabling us to
unite without diminishing our differences. Our long
journey in Japan with trial and error, 1 believe, bears

witness to this faith.

The term "Blue Music" has been chosen to unite
the Y’s Men’s Club—which has spread across the globe—
as one here and now. Let us consider its meaning.
International President Johan provided several hints;
drawing from them, I came to understand that "Blue
Music" is the antithesis of "Gray Power."

First, "Music" is contrasted with "Power."
"Power" persists continuously within time; to sustain itself,
it requires a system, and in doing so, it becomes visible. In
contrast, "Music" vanishes in an instant, yet points toward
eternity within its lingering resonance. While "Music"
would not reject systems, it does not require them

necessary—and it remains invisible to the eye.
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"Blue" is contrasted with "Gray." The former
appears to be used to evoke the image of the sky. Under a
"Gray" sky, the heavens are opaque, making one acutely
aware of earthly limitations and bringing a physical
sensation of cold and humidity. In contrast, a "Blue" sky is
clear and reveals the vast height of the heavens; those on
the ground gaze upward to find something infinite,
experiencing a sense of freshness and breeziness.
Between "Gray Power" and "Blue Music," there
likely exists a spectrum of "Gray Music." "Blue Music"
appears to be something analog rather than digital; there
is a constant progression toward purification into "Blue
Music." This might evoke the image of a campfire: flames
burning in the deep darkness, their light revealing
countless shades of "Gray." Yet, all those shadows—born
of a yearning for the warm flame—stretch out endlessly
behind us. There is no competition in this longing; there
is only a single-minded devotion to that radiant glow. It is
the desire to break free from the shadows that drives
everything forward. A time will surely come when systems
are no longer needed—and "Blue Music" lies at the

destination of that very longing.

We are currently observing the shadow of
xenophobia or antiforeignism in Japan—a shadow that
seems to be deepening day by day. Yet, amidst this
unsettling gloom, Mr. Sayod Abdurl Fatta—a Muslim
friend of mine who moved to Japan from Bangladesh—has
joined the Y’s Men’s Club movement in my town.
Together, we are striving to raise a torch against the
darkness and build a bonfire from the rubble. Mr. Sayod,
our new Muslim member, has joined us and held up a

vision of a "Farm Village" where we can live alongside our
friends from ASEAN.

We live in the area struck by the triple disaster of
2011—the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear accident. In
the wake of this catastrophe, approximately 20,000 people
lost their lives, and the region saw a depopulation of
200,000 residents. This led to an acute labor shortage,

prompting 10,000 young people from ASEAN nations to
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come here for work; yet now, we are witnessing a rise of

exclusionary sentiment in our midst.

Now vast stretches of abandoned farmland are
currently spreading across the rural area surrounding the
urban area. We want to create a new hub for work
centered around a complex that includes a Christian
chapel, a Buddhist temple, and a mosque—a project we
call "Farm Village." We are united in this vision, and a
small spark has just been lit. Here in Pengnang, we hope
to fan that tiny flame into something greater. My Muslim
friend Sayod san and I have set up a booth at this

convention, and we would be delighted if you came to see

our vision.

I would like to conclude this sermon by reciting
the wonderful lyrics of the song "Heal the World"—a song
my wife dearly wished to use as a hymn in English-

language service.

And the dream

we were conceived in will reveal a joyful face
And the world

we once believed in will shine again in grace
Then why do we keep strangling life
Wound this Earth, crucify its soul?

Though it's plain to see this world is heavenly
Be God's glow

We could fly so high

Let our spirits never die

In my heart, I feel you are all my brothers
Create a world with no fear

Together we'll cry happy tears

See the nations turn their swords into plowshares

Let us pray.

Our God,
Though Jesus Christ prayed that all people might be one,
people are still being abandoned and are dying today.

Grant us now the strength to choose life,
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that we may truly care the living.
Send the breath of life from heaven
upon this international convention.
Let our "Blue Music" resound here,
and may we carry that resonance back
to our respective hometowns.

May You richly bless all the staff

who prepared for this convention,
allowing them to rejoice

in a bountiful harvest of good fruit.

Please protect us until the very end—

keeping us safe from accidents and every kind of bad thing.

We pray in the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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