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The Role of the Theology of Liberation in the
Modern World

—— The Contribution of Leonardo Boff ——

Keizdo Yamada

SUMMARY

On the occasion of the publication of a new Congregation Document
“Instruction on Christian Freedom and Liberation,” Pope John Paul II
sent the letter to the Bishops Conference of Brazil encouraging the
contribution of the Theology of Liberation to the World as well as to
Latin America.

This was just at that time that the Vatican lifted the ban of “peniten-
tial silence” on Boff one month sooner than expected, in April 1986.

The document describes the Basic Christian Communities (BCC), for
example, as “a source of great hope for the church,” and it approved of
“integral liberation” (ironically, one of Boff’s own phrases) in the cause
of social justice.

The new Instruction was generally seen as a conciliatory document,
and Boff was grateful to the Vatican for giving universal significance to
values that initially were only those of the Third World.

I have already introduced Liberation Theologians like Gustavo
Gutiérrez and Jon Sobrino. Here I would like to present the contribu-
tion of Leonardo Boff in the following order.

1. The Career of Leonardo Boff

II. The Situation of Brazil

[I. The Background of the Theology of Liberation

IV. The Contribution of the Theology of Liberation in Latin America

V. The Contribution of Leonardo Boff

VI. The Encounter of the Author with the Theology of Liberation
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The Suffering and Good Reputation of Leonardo Boff

On this occasion, I would like to introduce Leonardo Boff’s books
which were transleted into English as relevant spiritual readings, as
follows :

1.

O 0 3 O U = W N

Jesus Christ Liberator

Liberating Grace

Way of Cross, Way of Justice

Saint Francis: A Model for Human Liberation

The Lord’s Prayer

Ecclesiogenesis : The Base Communities Reinvent the Church
Church, Charism and Power

Passion of Christ, Passion of the World

Trinity and Society
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